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charnockite series. These rocks have been so named
because the material originally described was quarried for
the tombstone of Job Charnock, and others of the early
English settlers in Bengal. The charnockite series forms
St Thomas' Mount near Madras, and other small hills further
south in the Chingleput district. The same series of rocks
form the Shevaroy hills, the great mountain masses known
as the Nilgiris, and the range of hills trending south from
the Nilgiris through the Malabar district, as well as the
States of Cochin and Travancore, rising again above the
sea-level to form the great central mass of Ceylon. The
characteristic feature of these masses of charnockite is the
formation of large plateau-like masses with undulating
surfaces of a kind which permits, with slight artificial help,
the formation of lakes, such as that near Yercaud on the
Shevaro)^s, that of Ootacamund on the Nilgiris, Kodaikanal
on the Palnis, and at Newara-Eliya in Ceylon. Some of
these plateaux stand at elevations of 7000 to 8000 feet,
where the climate and the vegetation are of a kind familiar
to people who live in temperate climates. Thus, on the
Nilgiri plateau, the undulating " downs " are covered with
turf, and in places there occur well-developed peat-bogs,
sometimes thick enough to be worked for supplies of fuel.
Among the almost endless varieties of rocks forming
the rest of the crystalline complex, we have those which
include the deposits of corundum, steatite, and potstone ;
the veins of coarse-grained granite or so-called pegmatite,
which carry marketable mica, and similar veins which have
yielded aquamarine in the Coimbatore district.
Associated with the crystalline complex, there occurs a
group of rocks which are separately distinguished as the
Dharwar system on account of their exposure in the district
of Dharwar on the north-western border of the Mysore
State. The Dharwar system is composed of an assemblage
of altered rocks of various origins, some of them very